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To the Reverend 
Mr. RALPH BRIDEO AKE, 


Arch-Deacon of Minton, 
AND THE 


Reverend Clergy. of the 
Jeanry of AND OL ER. 


Reverend. Sirs, VC 
[OUR afjeftionate. zeal to our excellent 
Conſtitution, aud your Abhorrence of that 
acherous Neutrality, and. pretended Moderation, 
h which it is undermined, were. the, only, Motives. 
bt induced you to deſire, t be Publication of this. 
mon. 
Ile fiugular Veneration 1 have for your Fudg- 
Mens bas encouraged me to venture the Public“ 
inſure ; had not your Approbation recommended it lo. 
te Preſs, it, had certainiy been buried in: the | 
Me Obſcurity with, its Author. What.. at | your 
queſt, which, was 4% nit a Command, is nom 
A 2 Publiſhed, 
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Publiſhed, 1 am not proud of, though not aſhamed 

| of the plainneſs of the Truth therein contained 

I hope 1 have fairly ſtated a becoming Zea]; 

and when God's Glory is purely concerned, if ty 

be earneſt here, is to be a High Churchman, an 

ſo to be accounted vile, may we be more vile; Names 

|. renowned in themſelves are ſometimes reproachf,l 

| meant: A great Perſon declares he knows no Hg. 

Church but the Church of Rome, and may it not be 

aptly replyed, That no Church-man is ſo truly low, 4 

he that is ſcarcely any; no Man ever yet hated hi 

own Fleſh, but nouriſheth and cheriſheth it, ev 

as the Lord the Church. He that willfully injures 

that Body, that Church-Communion be profeſſes hin 

ſelf pecukarly to belong to, betrays either his wart 

of - Integrity, or Underſtanding ; be perſonates 1 

Body that is not properly his; he diſſembles tha 

Communion that is contrary to his natural Com 

plexion, and original Education: Thus to do the 

greater miſchief he puts on Angelick light, aud 

really is not what he ſhews for; or that Man mi 

be beſides himſelf, who really tears his own Fleſh, or 

ſuffers it to be torn ; but the honeſt and wije Man 

conduces all that lies in him to the being, and well 

being, to the ſupport and comfort, to the ſecurity, ni b/ 
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proſperity of that Communion, he is ſtri&ly of. We 
do not ſay, that he may be rightly charged for ha. 
ting bis own Fleſh, that loves no Body but him- 
ſelf ; for though Charity begins at home, it is not 
confined there, but is to extend to all, even our 
Enemies : Vet it muſt ſtill be accompanied with Pru. 
dence ; we may and ought to love an Enemy, to 
fargive, and feed, and cloath him, but not to careſs, 
mdulge, and emboſome him; we are not bound to be 
ſo far charitable to an Enemy, as to be cruel to 
ur ſelves ; to put a Sword into his hand, and to 
tempt him with Power and Opportunity to deſtroy 
us, that he may ſeize our Inheritance. . 
This ſort of moderation, or unaccountable fond. 
ſs, is very injurious to the Church. 5 | 
May the truly ſincere, and undeſigning Diſſen- 

ter, enjoy the liberty of his Conſcience, with. 
ut the leaſt diſturbance; and may all ſweet and 
gentle Methods be uſed to convince him of his Ex- 
ur. But, 1 hardly believe that a firm Church. 
man,unleſs bis Intellectuals fail him, can cordially wiſh 
and contribute his Endeavours towards it , that 
the Diſſenter may be inveſted with ſuch Authority, 
u to be able to turn his Toleration into an Eſta- 
blſbment, and to make the preſent Eſtabliſhment 

| e glad 


pe Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


„ Tak! 


\ 1 T3901 3 


ſordid Slaves, as to eſteem | 


2 


glad f a Toleration, Is it Perſecution not ty 
* . | ; ELD 3: 40 * * ? Ts 1 140 
make our Enemy 100 mighty it an Encroach. 
ment upon his Toleration, to fine the Diſſenter for” 
obſtinate Profaneneſs, Thad almoſt ſaid borrid Blaſphe. 
% 34 4% o bY 9 | OG: x 
my, making a Market of the holy Encharift ? Shall 
difabling à dangerous Man from high Preferment; 
be compared to Burnings, and capital Puniſhments 
_— 1 ie Ar TG KUO 0 1 © 9 
in Point of Religion ? Peradventwe ſome may be ſuch 
iches and Honour dea- 
> 04 , (200 1 32> bp 2 eee Lage Tank 
rer than their Lives, and muſt they be herein hu. 
1 os 0 2 e ee e ee 4 
moured * With reference to the Bill againſt Occa. 
6 1.4. £29958 a OY ! am D 2 114 of +} 
fional Conformity, 'a great Perſon bath theſe words : 
As for the Enacting part, when in a proper time 
a Bill ſhall be brought in, diſabling all to hold 
an) Employment, except thoſe who continue 
in the Church of England, I ſhall heartily con- 
cut in it. But he thinks it not now a proper tine, 
: T a Na Th * ö 1 
for ſuch 4 Bull to be entertained. Vith Submiſſon, 
Why not 4 Proper tine now, when the Orthodox 
-no {31 7 SRI A) BY LTH GNU CSLITT.. 5 
Churth "of England Commons (to their immortal 
PRA "TY ren Yan 3905 145 . 
Honour be it Jpoken) had Jo unanimouſly paſſed the 
Bill, and ſo Argunentatively preſſed it? 

Why ht a proper time now ; "when having Wat 
abroad © it "is more requiſite to take beed that the 
WP on Os BOLL nee, dene og 5 

Government te all of a plece at home? 
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Doth this divide and weaken us 3 ſo as to create 
in Portugal and Savoy 4 melancholy Suſpicion, 
that England will not be able to aſſiſt them? Is it 
not 4 i: of time; alas, this looks like a Dilatory Plea, 
Thas Felix, when he was taken with Trembling at 
St. Paul's pathetick, Diſcourſe of Righteouſneſs, 
Temperance, and Judgment to come; to divert theſe 
diſmal Thoughts, and with à deſign no doubt, to be 
troubled no more with them, he ſaftly diſmiſſes the 


have a convenient Seaſon I will call for thee. 
I is ſuggeſted as if this Bill truck at the Tolera- 
tion granted the Diſſenters, and that beginning ſe- 
erely with the Men, the next ſten would be their 
Wives and Children, Is not this 4 vile Re- 
fection on that Honourable Flouſe, whoſe 'Proteſta- 


fe a candid Mind; ſhould theſe be the unworthy 
Conmjettures of ſome weak and jealous beaded Diſſen- 
ters, maliciouſly intimating -what the Church may, 
by what, themſelves would do, were they uppermoſt. 


encourage theſe their unreaſonable Fears ; and like a 
aſcreet and compaſſionate Parent, loath to have bis 
Uldren over terrified with fantaſiica! Bugbears, 

ks "= would 
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tne, ſaying, Go thy way for this time, when 
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would carefully ſeek, to undeceive and pacifie them: 
But my Brethren, to improve our Dijappointments ; let 
us impartially inquire into our ſelves, to find gut 
what grievous Sins thoſe were, that provoked the Dj. 
vine Juſtice to permit the wiſcarriage of a Bill, as tg 
the Subject. matter of it, confeſſed even by thoſe 
who rejected it, to be laudable ; a Bill wherein the 
ſafety and glory of our Church ſo much conſiſted, 
Let us amend our Lives, and unfeignedly turn to 
God, that he may at laſt graciouſly turn to us, and 
delight to do us good. Nor in ſpeaking thus to oyr 
ſelves, do I altogether acquit them of Sin, who were 
o forward to caſt a ſtone at us, 

To conclude, let ns, my Brethren, adorn our holy 
Profeſſion with a circumſpect, and unexceptionable 
Converſation ; let us heartily pray for, and with ow 
utmoſt Induſtry promote the Peace of our Jeruſalem, 
and may they for ever proſper, that entirely love it, 
and are zealouſly affected towards it; among ſt whom 
"tis my Ambition to be reckoned, and to ſubſcribe my 
Self, 


My worthy Brethren, 
Your molt affectionate Brother, 
and moſt humble Servant, 


dt C 
he 


Sam. Smeaton. 


Uiſitation-Sermon 
8 Preach'd at | | 


Andover , May I5th. 1074. 


Gal. 4th. former part of then 8th. Verſe. 
is good to be Zealouſly affected always in a good 
thing, 


HE chief Deſign of this Epiſtle was to 
vindicate the liberty of the Goſpel from 
the Judaical yoke, which the Jews eager- 

ly endeavoured to impoſe upon all Gen- 
tles that undertook. the Chriſtian Profeſſion ; 


perverted, and ſeduced by the Groſticks 5, who 
pyned with the Fews in preſſing the Rite of Cir- 
umciſion upon them, teaching them, that it was 
dot enough for men to embrace and confeſs the 
iriſtian Religion, unleſs they kept the Law of 
les, or at leaſt ſubmitted to that great Precept 
I Circumciſion ; the neglect whereof among all 
. Nie affirmative Precepts of the Law, was only 
| B ; threatned 


the Galatians had in the abſence of St. Paul been 
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2 A Viſitation- Sermon Preach'd 
threatned with Exciſion. And of the prevalency 
of this Errour, and great diſturbance which it 
made in the Chriſtian Church; we have a parti- 
cular account, AFs 15th. where a general Coun- 
cil of the Apoſtles is called, and a Letter written 
in their Names to all the Chriſtian Churches, to 
rectifie their apprehenſions in this matter, ver, 24, 
of that Chapter. Foraſmuch as we have heard, that 
certain which went ont from us, have troubled you 
with words, ſubverting your ſouls, ſaying, ye mult le 
circumciſed, and keep the law, of whom we gave n 
ſuch commandment, &c. After St. Paul had in this 
Epiſtle confuted this Errour, which he calls the 
preaching of another Goſpel, than what the Apo- 
ſtles had preach, and the Chriſtians firſt received; 
in the beginning of the 5th. Chapter, he exhorts 
them to aſſert the liberty which Chriſt had pur- 
1 | chaſed for them, from the Obligation of the Law 
1 | of Moſes, ver. 1, 2. Stand faſt therefore in the liberty 
1 wherewith Chriſt hath made you free; and be not in 
tangled again with a yoke of bondage. Behold, I Pail 
ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſh 
profit you nothing. He tells them likewiſe in tis 
Verſe immediately preceding the Text, that this great 
pretended Zeal of theſe falſe Teachers, was oit of 
no ſincere Affection, or Deſire of their good, bit 
that they might ſupplant him, and ſeduce them; 
they, ſays he, Zealouſly affect you, but not wel, 
yea they would exclude you, that you might 2+ 
fect them; you from the true Faith, us from be 
ing Apoſtles; wherefore beware of them for thei 
Zeal is not right in reſpect of the object, for tio 


it be good to be zealouſly affected always, E i 
5 O 
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ſhould be in a good thing. Having thus cleared 
the occaſion, and meaning of the words, I come 
now to conſider the particulars contained in them, 
which are theſe following. 


1, A Commendation of true Religious Zeal ; 1:;s 
good to be Zealouſly affected. 

2, The Object of a true Zeal, about which it 
ought only to be converſant, i. e. 4 good thing. 

3. The Conſtancy, or extent of our Zeal, It 7s 
good to be zealouſly affected always in a good thing. 

Laſtly, I ſhall endeavour to perſwade you, and 
my ſelf, to be always thus zealouſly affected in 4 
good thing. | | 


In the treating of theſe particulars, it will be 
nedful for me to examine what is the Nature of 
true Zeal, ſo that I may prove it to be a good thing 
to be always zealouſly affected. Zeal is, as other 
paſſions are, in its own Nature indifferent, and of 
Is ſelf neither good nor bad; but according to 
the object and degree of it; for Zeal is nothing elſe 
but an earneſt Concernment for or againſt ſome- 
thing, and a violent purſuit and proſecution of it; 
this for Zeal in general. By a true Religious Chriſti- 
in Zeal, I mean a warm and well govern'd Reſolution 
o act according to Chriſt's Laws, for there are two 
orts of Zeal which are faulty, one is that which 
ls not according to knowledge, as St. Paul tells us, 
Rom. 10. 2, a blind Paſſion, or Impetus. that hurries 
all before it upon preſumptions and miſtakes; and 
vithout a deliberate calm Examination of the merits 


dt the Cauſe, Such a Zeal was his own, while he yet 
7 ve breathed 
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breathed out Threatnings and Slaughter againſt the 
Diſciples of the Lord, he verily thought, he wa; 
bound to do many things contrary to the Name of Je- 


ſus of Nazareth, Acts 26. 9. This was his miſtiken 


Zeal ; and therefore he obtained Mercy afterwards, 
becauſe what he had done he did it ignorantly in un- 
belief, 1 Tim. 1. 13. There is another ſort of Zea 
which is not according to Sobriety ; an inordinate 
heat of mind, and that too miſapplied about ob- 
jeas which are not ſo proper, tho the Mans Judg. 
ment be right and ſound ; when Zeal is employed 
about minute matters in compariſon ; about the 
Circumſtantials, rather than about the Eſſentials of 
Religion: Such a Zeal was theirs, who were ſtrick 
and nice about Mint, Anniſe and Cummin; but o- 
mitted the weightier Matters of the Law, Righteouſ 
neſs, Mercy, and Faith : Theſe ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the other undone, ſays our Savi- 
our. Our Zeal ſhould be attended with light. as 
well as warmth ; with regulariry and due applica- 
tion, as well as fervency; an! then 'tis a well 


governed Zeal; a Diſpoſition made np of a right 


Principle, and of due temper and prudence, 'Tis 
true indeed Chriſtian Teal has its heats, bur-aQua 
ted in a far different way ; it has flames of Love, 
not of Anger; to melt, not conſume our Enemies; 
and makes us apter to pour out our own Blood a8. 
crifice to Truth, than that of Gain-ſayers : In ſhort, 
if it be a fire, 'tis that pure Elemental which the 
Peripateticks talk of, which is but of a moderate 
heat, apt to cheriſh not devour ; but yet” not (0 
moderate as to dwindle into loathſome Lukewarm- 
neſs, treacherous Neutrality, and indifferency in 
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Religion, which God abhors. The being mode- 
ntely and indifferently good, is no very proper Cha- 
rater for a Chriſtian, and leaſt of all, for thoſe who 
pretend to the moſt excellent Reformation, and to 
be the moſt exact and perfect Chriſtians; nor has 
moderation any thing to do in the Service of' God, 
here it is quite out of Doors, Zeal according to 
knowledge being the true Mein and Temper. 80 
that provided we miſtake not the Way and Method, 
we can never be too warm and active in our De- 
fires or Endeavours after our own or our Neigh- 
bours Salvation. Thus I have given a ſhort A 
but true Character of a religious Zeal; with its vi- 
cious oppoſites and extreams, both in the exceſs, 
and defect. | 
2, I proceed to the Second particular: The object 
about which our Zeal ought only to be converſant. 
Tal being an Emotion of the mind ariſing from 
the higheſt eſteem, and warmeſt love, whereby we 
are excited to purſue to the utmoſt the Intereſt and 
&rvice of what we thus eſteem” and love. And be- 
cauſe God only can deſerve this exalted degree of 
Devotion, therefore zeal is abuſed, and miſapplied 
when it has any other object. So that ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, we are not zealous but furious, when we 
eagerly purſue any thing beſides the glory of God, 
and what he requires of us in order to his Honour 
and Service. For this is the only good thing, in which 
we can as Chriſtians, or even as Men, be always 
and without exception zealonſly affected. And if we 
deſire our Zeal ſhould be according to knowledge, we 
muſt take care that every Act of it be proportion- 
ed to that rank, which each particular action holds 
| in 
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in the Service of God. In the firſt place then my 
Brethren, Let us follow righteouſneſs; let us keep the 
faith ʒ let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith with. 
out wavering. The excellency of the Chriſtian Re. 
ligion is ſuch, as having God for its Author, and 
Chriſt for its Head, as being not only of God's ap- 

ointment, but having his laſt and finiſhing Hand, 
Loon the moſt perfect Inſtitution of Life and Man- 
ners, that ever was delivered to the World ; as it 
was uſhered into the World with wonderfu! 
means and circuniſtancas, enlarged and propagated 
with a micaculous Succeſs, preſerved and maintain- 
ed againſt the Gates of Hell and Malice of Men, 
notwithſtanding the fury of its Enemies and Dege- 


neracy of its Profeſſors, by an extraordinary Provi. 


dence, that there is no Perſon that hears me, none 
that owns this Profeſſion, but will readily grant, 
that we ought to be zealouſly affected towards it, 
emulous of it, jealous of it; every one ſtriving 
to out-do his Neighbour, who ſhould contribute 
moſt to preſerve and maintain it. But conſidering 
how this one profeſſion is diverſified, and controver- 
ted by its Profeſſors, how many diſtin& Churches 
are ſet up, all pretending to this Religion, but at 
open Defiance with each other about the terms of it, 
how the Romiſh Church excommunicates and damns 
all other Churches, allowing no Salvability out of it, 
How other Churches charge that as Babyloniſh, Anti- 
Chriſtian, and Idolatrous, by conſequence allowing 
no ſafety in it; how our own Church, tho' careful to 


avoid both extreams, like a Mediator between two 


enraged Enemies, ſuffers from each of them, accu- 
fed by one as Popiſh, and Superſtitious; by as 
ob | Other 
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other as Schiſmatical, and Heretical; weak and un- 
ſable minds are hereby amuſed and perplexed ; 
thoſe in general that are convinced of the excellen- 
cy of the Chriſtian Religion, above all that ever 
were in the World, that are willing, yea, and re- 
ſolved to be zealouſly affected towards it; amidſt ſo 
many ſeveral Tracks, and Paths, are at a loſs for the 
way z amidſt ſo many Pretenders know not where 
to chaſe a Guide; conſcientiouſly, even to anxiety, 
they purſue the thing, but in this diſtracting varie» 
ty, are extremely doubtful, and diffident, where 
in truth and. ſincerity they may find it. My Bre- 
thren, as you defire to be zealouſly affected to that 
which is good; as you deſire to know the truth 
25 it is in Chriſt Jeſus; I ſpeak principally to 
you, who already know it, ſearch the Scriptures, 
the old and new Teſtament (for what was ſpoken 
of the old is as true of the new) they are they 
that teſtifie of Chriſt, and contain his Religion; in 
whatſoever Body of Men, whatſoever Church, you 
ind the greateſt Reverence and Reſpect paid to 
theſe; where they are acknowledged to be a com- 
plete rule of Faith, fairly communicated, faithful- 
ly interpreted, i. e. with the greateſt Harmony and 
Conſent of one part to another, moſt conſonant 
to the ſenſe and practice of the Primitive Church; 
there believe your ſelves to have the purity of the 
Chriſtian Faith : for where can you with greater 
Reaſon expect it than in that Church, which keeps 
itſelf to its moſt ancient Records, to the original 
Draught, Model and Platform of it, much ſurer 
ground this than oral Tradition, the unwritten 
Word, as the Papiſts call it, which if we conſider 
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its ill Succeſs in the firſt tho long liv'd Ages of the 
world ; bow difficult and hazardous is its convey. 
ance, how lyable it is to Fraud and Impoſture, w hat 
eternal feuds it may occaſion in the Catholic 
Church, from the diſagreeing Pretences of diſtant 
Communions, is as impracticable a ground to build 
our Faith on, as it is to raiſe a Tower up to Heaven 
amidſt a confuſion of Languages. Were there any 
ſuch treaſure in their Church as they pretend, it 
were highly their intereſt, for.eſtabliſhing their own 
Power, and reſtoring Peace to the Church, (which 
for want of knowing theſe Traditions we cannot at. 
tain to) to give us at laſt, what they have been ſo 
often urged to, a Catalogue of theſe Traditions, 4 
much ſurer ground this, even the written word 
of God whereupon to reſt our Faith, than any in- 
fallibility of Man; this the Papiſts pretend to, but 
with ſo much uncertainty, that it is a great Argu- 
ment of their want of it, and that they have no in- 
fallible Oracle to fix it; ſome place it in a general 
Council, fome in the Pope with a general Council, 
neither of which, nor all can be Infallible, becauſe 
both joyntly, and ſeverally, they have erred i ſome 
in the Pope alone ; of which Order, beſides that 
many have been fo debauched in their Lives, that 
we have little reaſon to believe that they had the 
conſtant conduct of God's Spirit, who had ſo little 
of his Fear; ſome have even in Cathedra defined 
point blank contrary, as impoſſible both to be true, 
and they therefore to be infallible, as they to be in- 
fallible, and this alſo to be true; let God be true 
and every Man a liar. A Third ſort, and thoſe of 
later date, place this Infallibility in the — 2 

fuſive 
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the fuſive Church; all that at this preſent time live 
ey- within the Communion of it; as much as to ſay, 
hat That whatſoever is at any time taught and profeſ- 
lick ſed in the Church of Rome, is therefore certainly 
tant true; becauſe they all agree in the profeſſion of 
uild it, ſufficiently confuted by our Saviour's argument, 
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Jobn 5. 31. They witneſs of themſelves, their witneſs 
is not true, as the Scriptures are a more certain 
ground for our Faith, than what the Papiſts pre- 
tend to, Tradition and Infallibility; they as much 
exceed alſo the pretences of a private Spirit ; and 
the illumination of Enthyſeaſts ; whoſe perſwaſions 
being oft-times the product of a ſtrong Fancy, and 
diſtempered Brain; ſometimes worſe, even diaboli- 
al Infuſions and Inſpirations, are no ſafe rule for 
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y in. themſelves to walk by; who know not how bet- 

but ter to judge of them, than by this rule the word of 4 
Argu- God. As they are no ſafe rule for themſelves, nei- b. 
10 IN» ther are they to be allowed in any Society, much 7 
neral ls in a Chriſtian, where there ſhould be leaſt Li- 1 
uncil centiouſneſs ; for what Government ever permit- f 
cauſe ted, or how indeed does it confiſt with the very i 
ſome being of Government, that every private Spirit 
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ſhould be able to controul publick Laws, and that 
every Man ſhould do that which is right in his own 
eyes? As they are neither ſafe for themſelves, nor 
the Government they live under, much leſs can 


fined they be a rule for any Man beſides ; the world had 
true, never entertained Chriſtianity merely upon the A- 
be in- ¶ poltles pretence to Revelation and the Spirit, ex- 


true I cept they had alſo had (what I challenge our Ex- 


: of a WWF hast to produce) when they have amind to con- 
t dif- Vince, the Power of God to witneſs to his Truth, 
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2 miraculous atteſtation ; the Scriptures at laſt be. 
ing the only rule of Faith, in whatſoever Church 
you find them owned, and uſed as ſuch, there as] 
ſaid before, you have reaſon to believe, that you 
have the purity of the Chriſtian Faith. 

In the Church of Exgland now ;that Church whoſe 
Government is Epiſcopal, whoſe Doctrine is in her 
Articles and Homiles; whoſe rule of Government is 
in her Canons; whoſe Service and Devotion is in 
her Liturgy. In this Church as it is eſtal liſhed by 
Law, ſeparated from the Romiſh Church by the 
Reformation, fenced from the Diſſenters and Fa- 
naticks by the Law, you have the written word of 
God plainly held forth, and owned, ſhe makes it 
the entire Rule of Faith, and ſole Judge of Con- 
troverſies: All that are either poſſible or neceſſary 
to be decided, either by general Rules, or particu- 
lar Explication, by immediate Proof, or proper In- 
ferences, directly, or according to juſt proportion, 
and analogy, are hereby determined ; to this no- 
thing is wanting, all that is neceſſary to Salvation, 
is contained in them; as they want not Perfecti- 
on, ſo neither Perſpicuity, whatſoever is neceſſar 
to be known, is ſo plainly laid down in them, that 
he who runs may read it. 

Thusdoth our Church teach ofthe Scriptures, what 
Cod himſelf teſtifies of his word ; that they were « 
lantern to our feet, a light to our paths, that they were 
able io make us wiſe unto Salvation, to make the Man 
of God perfect, throughly furniſted to all good 
works. Theſc Scriptures ſhe charitably, and like a ten- 
der Mother, allows the meaneſt to converſe with; {0 
far from hiding her meaning in the learned Lan- 
| | guages, 
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guages, that by her Sons each week, ſhe interprets, 
and endeavours to make them as plain, as the 
vulgar and Mother-tongue can make them; theſe 
Scriptures (he interprets, allows only to be inter- 
preted according to the ſenſe of the moſt primitive 
Fathers, herein out-doing Presbytery ( the very 
bane and peſt of this Church ) who of all thoſe 
yet that ſeparate from it, pretends moſt venerati- 
on for the Scriptures, but in the main point where- 
in we differ, either deſerts, or what is worſe, wreſts 
and perverts them, dividing from the moſt primi- 
tive Antiquity in the interpretation of them. 

This Church, now my Brethren, as (he holds forth 
tous the Holy Scriptures, the Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners; ſo by making it plain and eaſie, ſhe endeavours 
to make it moſt uſeful and profitable to us : This 
Church as it is in all reſpects good, juſtly calls upon us 
to be zealouſly affected to it; to hold and maintain it. 

A Church, not ſet forth with the gaudineſs and 
ficus of an Harlot, nor diſplaying it ſelf in pompous 
Proceſſion, and fantaſtical Pageantry, like the Ro- 
man; nor nakedly expoſed, or fluttiſhly apparrel- 
led without any ornament, like the Fanatick ; but 
like a comely Matron, contenting her ſelf with her 
own native Beauty, and a modeſt Dreſs according 
to the Apoſtolick rule of Decency and Order, attired 
only with few, and thoſe proper, and profitable 
Ceremonies ; tending moſt to the Glory of God, and 
the Edification of her Children. 
A church, which placeth not too much of her Re- 
ligion in good works, like the Roman, nor without 
relpect to good works, contracts it only to Belie- 
Ving, like our modern 1 7 Solifidians; "_ 
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ceptable to God without the hearty concurrence 


ſets not ſo great a value upon the opus operatum, 
the thing done, as to make that ſufficient, and ac. 


and attention of the Doer ; nor otherwiſe like the 
ſame Church, therein contrary to her ſelf, aſcribes 
ſo little to the thing done, as to make all the yalj. 
dity of her Sacraments, to the great hazard of Souls, 
depend wholly upon the ſecret meaning and inten- 
tion of their Adminiſtrator ; which in derogation 
to the Grace of God aſcribes not proper merit to 
the works of Man, like the Papiſts, nor with our 
Calviniſts, and Anti-remonſtrants, ſo exalts the Grace 
of God as to make all the endeavours of Man ſu- 
perfluous, unprofitable, and unneceſſary; but pro- 
poſeth to all her Children joyntly, and hand in hand, 
Faith and good Works; Faith as the Fountain, 
good Works as Rivers that muſt flow from it; Faith 
as a Tree of Life, good Works as the Fruits of it; 
Faith as the cauſe of thoſe Works, thoſe Works as 
Evidences of our Faith; Faith to juſtifie us, good 
Works to juſtifie and verifie our Faith; ſhe propo- 
ſeth the opns operatum, or the outward Act, as the 
Body, the actual attention, and affectionate con- 
currence of the Doer (as that without which that 
Body is but a Carcaſe) the Life and Soul of her 
Religion; ſhe makes not the validity of her Sacrz- 
ments any. farther depend upon the intention of 
the Adminiſtrator, than as to the effe& they have 
upon his own perſon, who adminiſters them upon 
all elſe ſo his Character be right, they operate ei. 
ther freely and according to the Covenant of Gol, 
or to their Preparation and Diſpoſition that rece1ve 


them; ſhe teacheth us, that it is the Grace of On 
whic 
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which firſt begets in us the Inclinations and Diſpo- 
fitions to good; that with our own Endeavours 
we muſt cheriſh and ferment thoſe Inclinations ; co- 
operate with that Grace, which muſt at laſt crown 
and complete them. 

Thus doth our Church joyn Faith and good Works, 
as the two eſſential parts of our Religion; the outward 
Work, and the inward Grace as the Soul and Body, the 
two eſſential parts not only of a Man, but a Chriſtian; 
ſhe calls in the Grace of God to actuate and animate 
our endeavours, our-endeavours to be ſubſervient to, 
and co-operate with his Grace, that we do what we 
can towards the working out our own Salvation, and 
where that doth fall ſhort, as by it ſelf conſidered cer- 
tainly it will, ſhe ſendeth us to, teaches us to depend 
upon, aſcribes all the merit of the Succeſs. to the 
Grace of God, to the praiſe and glory of our Maker. 
A Church, which confines not her Devotions 
to the learned and unknown Tongs, like the 
Romiſh, contrary to the expreſs and plain mean- 
ing of the 14th Chapter to the Corinthians, or 
lends her Children over all the Land to gather 
ſtraw, and ſuffers them like the Fanaticks to af- 
front that Majeſty before whom they preſent them- 
(elves, with their crude, indigeſted, incoherent, if 
not nonſenſical oblaterations; but conformable to 
the practice of the Jewiſh Church, a type and pat- 
tern of the Chriſtian, conformable to the word of 
God ; which commends to us a form of ſound 
words, that we pray not only with our. Spirit, but 
with our Underſtanding alſo ; which directs that 
all things be done with Order, and to Edification; 


conformable to the practice of the Primitive 
| Church. 
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Church; in which Liturgies in their own Mother. 
tongue were univerſally uſed, hath for the help of 
the learned, and the greater Edification of the un. 
learned, in our own tongue, appointed us a Litur. 
gy, or form of publick Prayers, collected out, and 


ſuitable to the beſt and moſt ancient Patterns, 4. 


greeable to the word of God ; in which one thing 
gonſiderable is to be remarked, that in all its part, 
in all its offices, the Lord's Prayer, the moſt perfed 
of all Prayers, the moſt perfe& pattern of Prayer, 
is ſtill conſtituted as a principal part; thereby aff. 
ring us, that having the Pole-Star (till in her Eye 
the could not ſteer amiſs, nor err in her Preſcripti- 
ons, following his Example and Directions, even 
the Son of God the only Mediator, and Interceſſor 
between God and us, through whom alone it is, that 
all our Prayers can be accepted, and effectual. 

A Church, which in the great Myſtery of our Reli- 
gion, the greateſt inſtance of our Devotion, the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, neither explicates, or ta- 
ther implicates the thing by an impoſſible, and there- 
fore erroneous Notion , and thereupon runs the 
riſque of Idolatry, by founding Divine Worſhip 
upon ſuch an interpretation; nor Sacrilegioully 
with-holds the Cup from the Laity, for whom both 
parts are inſtituted, by whom both parts by its firſt 
Inſtitutor were commanded to be received; nor like 
our own Diſſenters, by a rare and infrequent uſe, 
or an irreverent Suſception vilifies and prophancs 
it, but receives it according to its firſt Inſtitution, 
believes all that our Saviour has declared of it, 
that this is his Body, this is his Blood, true in the 
fame ſenſe that he intended it Sacramental, — 

| 0 
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tual, and by conſequence the Preſence is real, ſo real, 
25 to be effectual to all religious purpoſes; (as any 
way that it is poſſible to be received.) She admi- 
nifters 1t according to its firſt Inſtitution, in both 
kinds, commands, and exhorts her Children in Com- 
memoration of the great Sacrifice, the Death of Chriſt, 
for the pardon of their Sins, for the ſtrengthning 
their Graces ; and in humble acknowledgment of 
the great Love of God therein repreſented , fre- 
quently to receive it; ſhe appoints the moſt devout 
iffections of the Soul, the humbleſt poſture of the 
body, to accompany the Reception of it, paying 
all poſſible reverence, except what would be more 
properly an affront and injury than reſpect to the 
Author of it, Adoration of the ſenſible Elements. 
A Church, which ſupplicates not the Saints 
above, with a preſumptuous, and impertinent In- 
vocation, like the Roman ; preſumptuous, becauſe 
groundleſs, and without warrant; both preſum- 
pruous and impertinent in that we can have no 
alurance, that they hear thoſe Prayers that we 
offer to them; without entitling them to God's. 
ncommunicable Attribute, Ubiquitv, and Omni- 
preſence, in that we are aſſured, that there is but 
one Mediator between God and Man and he ſuch 
an one, as having been touched with the feeling of. 
our Infirmities, we may come boldly to the Throne 
of Grace, as the Apoſtle phraſeth it, Eph. 3. 12. 
Have boldneſs and acceſs with confidence by the Faith 
F him, without the help of ſubordinate, or inter- 
mediate Interceſſors; nor yet like our own Diſſen- 
trs doth our Church injuriouſly treat the Memo- 
of the bleiled Saints, as with an unmannerly 
| Quakeriſm 
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Quakeriſm to deny them the juſt Titles of Honour, 


and baniſh them out of her Kalendar; but free { 
from the Superſtition of the one, and the Irreye. K 
rence of the other, with a pious Devotion ſolem. C 
nizeth the Day of their Martyrdom, gives God k 
thanks for their Graces, gratefully celebrates their b 
Memories, and propoſeth their Lives, and Exam- * 
ples, for our Imitation. | b 
A Church, which exalts not the Church above Cl 
the Crown, either in a fingle perſon, with the pa. 7 
piſts, nor in the multitude of Paſtors, and Lay-E. 5 
ders, like the many headed Monſter of Presbytery , BW © 
but reſerving to her ſelf the power of Order in the N, 
perſon of her Miniſters, as proper and peculiarto F | 
their Function; ſhe looks upon Kings and Prince, 2 
what the Spirit of God has promiſed, that they = 
ſhould be nurſing Fathers and Mothers of the — 
Church, and therefore allows and affirms, all that "uh 
to belong to them, which the Kings of 1/rae! and BW 
Judah, and all Chriſtian Princes have, or ought tf oth 
have enjoyed in the Church of God, the external fs 


Government and Adminiſtration of it. | 

A Church, whoſe onely fault (if that be x 
ny) is her Charity. She allows poſſibility of 

Salvation to all thoſe that hold the Foundation, 

to thoſe that ſeparate from her, ſo it proceed not 

from wilfulneſs, but weakneſs, to thoſe from 
whom ſhe ſeparates, provided their Errors and 

Corruptions be ſeated not in the Will, but the 

Underſtanding, be faults not of Malice, but of 1g 

norance; They on the one ſide brand her as 8. 

perſtitious and Idolatrous, thoſe on the other hand 

condemn her as Schiſmatical, and Heretical ; wy 

a 5 | 13. | h 106 
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beſides that is no better Argument againſt her, than 
what the Donatiſts might have urged againſt the 
Catholick Church , is indeed a ſtrong Argument 
for her; that Charity of hers which is peculiar to 
her, by her Adverſaries wreſted, and miſ-employed 
againſt her, being as true a Note, as any Bellarmine 
hath aſſigned of the Church of Chriſt; as it is by 
Chriſt himſelf made the great Criterion, and Cha- 


ore BY naferiflick of bis Diſciples, Job. 13. 35. Beſides that, 
ke. the Subject would afford me many more inftances 
E. of her excellent Conſtitution and Temperament. 

wt Such (my Brethren) is the Church of England, that 


Church which is eſtabliſhed by Law, whoſe Chit- 


nion we live. A Church, free (God be thanked) from 
the Uſurpation and Tyranny of the Papacy, from 
the Confuſion and Anarchy of Fanaticiſm; free from 
the Theatrical Pomp and Superſtition of the one, 


\ other . 


A Church, which builds her ſelf upon the ſureſt 
foundation, the Word of God; whofe Government 
k Primitive and Apoſtolical, whoſe Liturgy is pure, 
greeable to the Word of God, collected out of the 
doit ancient Patterns, corrected and reformed from all 
iter Errors; whoſe Credenda, and Confeſſion of her 
atth are on both ſides embraced, wherein the Word 
f God is truly Preached, his Sacraments duly admi- 
— to which nothing is wanting neceſſary to 
vation. 

This Church, (now my Brethren) as it is in all 
ele reſpects good ; let us be zealouſly affected to- 
ads it. And this brings me to the Third Particular; 

RED. D 


) eſide 


dren we profeſs our ſelves, and in whoſe Commu- 


and from the Profaneneſs and Irreverence of the 


The _ 
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The extent, or conſtancy of our Zeal - It is good t 
be zealouſly affected always in a good thing, 
Truth and Goodneſsare conſtant and uniform, and 
ſo ought our AﬀeCtions to be; we muſt not only make 
profeiſion of our Zeal by fits and (tarts, but in the gene- 
ral courſe and tenour of our Lives and Actions, with- 
out any balks and intermiſſions, in all Revolutions 
and changes of Government; in times of Difficult 
and Diſtreſs, when the Church is under the Crofs. as 
well as when it has the favour of the Crown; as it 
is our Duty in all times to be zealouſly affected to 
the Church, ſo eſpecially at this, when ſhe is ſo po- 
tently . aſſaulted by open Enemies, and pretended 
Friends. We have lived to ſee Religion attacked by 2 
company of wicked Men, who go under the name of 
Deiſts, Libertines, and Socinians; Hereſie and Schiſm 
are now looked upon to be only Theological Scare- 
Crows, fit to affright Fools and Children, but not wile 
Men, who know ho to deſpiſe ſuch pompous and 
empty Accuſations. 3 „ 
We have lived to ſee the Hereſie of Neſtoriut re- 
viyed, and the Articles of ouf Religion expounded 
in ſuch a manner, as to, incurr the Cenſure of an Or: 
thodox Houſe of Convocation. And had the Church 
enjoyed that Primitive Diſcipline which ſhe has. ſo 
long wanted, and ſa long wiſhed for, in all proba: 
| bil ity, the Expoſition might have undergone the Fate 
of the Paſtoral Letter. oy 
be Church of England as it ſuſtains that Deno- 
mination, ſtands diſtinguiſhed from Diſſenters of all 
ſorts, by her Canons, Articles, Homilies, and Litut- 
gy 3 and the old: way of purſuing the. Churches it- 
tereſt, as by being true to theſe our ſelves, _ by 
CE Cece ff.. eT. :-7-.". 1 
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uling our Authority and Power, that others might 
he ſo to. And this is the way that hath hitherto 
been uled by all thoſe, who have heartily, and ho- 
neſtly eſpouſed the intereſt of the Church, from 
the beginning of the Reformation, but this way 


does not . pleaſe our Latitudinarian Doctors, our 


pretended Friends. They are for a new way of 


their own; the way of Alteration, and Comprehen- 
fon, the way of moderate Epiſcopacy, or no Epiſ- 
copacy ; they are endeavouring to alter and com- 


prehend away the Chureh, and being themſelves 


falſe to, her Principles and Conſtitution, they are 
deſigning to frame a Church of the ſame model, 


and make it as falſe as themſelves; inſtead of keep- 


ing Schiſm out of the Church, they are contriving 


how to bring it plauſibly in, to throw up the in- 
cloſure and make it 'common, to take away thoſe 
things upon the account of which it hath its De- 
omination, and is diſtinguiſhed from all others. 
They have declared their Affections to the Church 
of England, to be neither blind nor partial, but 
have they not been both blind and partial to Dif- 
ſenters, and to the worſe ſort of them? Thoſe pro- 
lane Hypocrites, that go under the name of Occa- 
onal Conformiſts ? Is it not a burning Shame, a re- 
proach to a Chriſtian Nation, that Men ſhould be 
ſuffered to proſtitute the Holy Sacrament, the moſt 


venerable Myſtery of our Religion, to ſuch vile and 

ſordid ends, meerly to ſecure a gainful Office, or a 

place of Truſt; or to eſcape the laſh-and penalty 

of the Law > Who can without juſt Indignation re- 

fie upon ſo baſe a Practice? That Men-ſhould be 

ſuffered to come to the E the Body and 
D 2 | 
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Blood of our bleſſed Redeemer, not as Chriſtians, 
but as Politicians > Who can forbear to expreſs what 
every honeſt Man muſt needs think of them? that 
their Name is odijous, and their Religion ſcanda- 
Jous ; and fo is doubly theirs that defend them. It 
is too plain, that the want of true Chriſtian Teal in 
the generality of the Members of the Church of 
England, is one of the immediate, if not the greateſt 
cauſe of the Diſtractions, and ill Eſtate of it, in 
defect of which hath ſucceeded the partial, and 
ſcandalous Conformity of the Clergy. the Occaſional 
Conformity of the Laiety, and a careleſs Indifference 
in Religion almoſt in all ; this bath made Men 83. 
crifice truth to Popularity, and ro cry up Peace and 
Moderation, to the prejudice of Faith and all re- 
vealed Religion. This hath occaſioned ſcandalous 
E efſections upon our Holy Religion, and all the great 
and good Men that have been concerned in the Vin- 
dication of it; to this we owe the unhappy diſtincti 
on of High and Low Church- men, framed on pur- 
poſe todivide and deſtroy us. This bath revived the 
project of Comprehenſion and Alteration, and has 
contrived ſo many ways to eſtabliſh a New Religion, 
that it has put Men out of conceit with the Old one, 
Theſe, and many more are the pernicious Conſe- 
quences of that odious Lukewarmneſs, and ſcanda- 
lous Indifferency, which is applauded by ſome great 
and popular Men, and recommended under the ſpe- 
cious name of Moderation; and is required as a ne- 
ceſſary Qualification to recommend Men to their Fa- 
vours, and Preferments. A Man that is zealouſly at- 
fected to the Conſtitution, :ither of our Church or 
State, is in ſome Mens opinion, no better than 3 
i £ | acobite, 


at Andover, May 15. 1704. 
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Jacobite, or a Papiſt; but whatſoever opprobrious 
Names we may incurr, we muſt not part with our 
Religion, and the Articles, in compliance with theſe 
pular Pleas for Peace and Moderation. The Faith 
ba ſacred Depoſitum committed to our care, to be 
ſerved inviolable and entire; and we cannot 
without the higheſt Treachery deliver it up to theſe 
empty, tho popular Pretences; and therefore I hum- 
bly conceive it to be the Duty of every ſincere 
Member of the Church of Exgland, of every Clergy- 
man thereof, eſpecially, to be zealouſly affected to 
this Church. In this ſenſe certainly, every Mem- 
ter of this Church ought to be a High Church- 
man, that is, to be highly in love with the Church; 
for he that is not ſo, cannot be a true Church-man : 
For how can he be ſaid to be a true Member of a 
Church, that has not a very high eſteem and love 
for that Church, of which he profeſſes himſelf a 
Member > Therefore every true and ſincere Church- 
man __ to think it to be ſo far from a Diſparage- 
ment to be 
o think it not only to be his Duty, but his credit 
nd glory, not only to be ſo reputed, but to be 
rally ſo, For as an ingenuous Author has well 


obſerved, No Man thinks it a Diſparagement to be Wolf 
byh; 1. e. zealous in any good thing; in our Du- 2 


V to God, in our Love to our Country, or to our 
friend, To be called Low, i. e. Indifferent in ſuch 
things, is the greateſt Reflection we can put upon 
any Body; how then can the Name of a Low 
Church-man be Honourable, when the Name of a 


LowFriend is ſo Contemptible 2 To have a Low Re- 


gird for the Church, or wiſh her Low; in what 
| ſenſe 


reputed a High Church - man, that he ought 


— 
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ſenſe can this be juſtifiedꝰ or the other condemned 
of being an High. Church- man? when Love begin 
to run low, then comes Indifferency, and generally 
after that an Averſion; and I may add., after Aver. 


fion, Hatred; and after Hatred, Deſtruction. 

Since therefore true Chriſtian Zeal is ſo neceſſary 
a Virtue, ſo neceſſary for the preſervation of Religion 
in general, of the eſtabliſhed Religion in particular, 
let us beſcech Almighty God to inſpire Us with this 
Holy Teal, Us cſpecially, who. have the Honour to 
ſerve at iis Altar; let not the popular Aﬀetts. 
tion of Moderation tempt us to any undue Com- 
pliances; let us conform to the Canon as well az 
the Benefice, conform our ſelves entirely to all the 
Orders of the Church, embrace her Counſels, obey 
her Precepts; let us imitate thoſe glorious Exam. 
ples of Virtue and Piety, which in her Feſtivals ſbe 
recommends to us; and next to them, that bleſſed 
Fruit of her own Womb, her Martyrs and Confe 
ſors, as burning and ſhining Lights; as ſhining in 
their Learning, as burning in their Piety and Dero- 
tion, as any theſe latter ages has afforded us; in 2 
word, the way that ſhe has chalked out, that let us 
walk in, as ſhe teacheth, let us live, let us importu- 
nately plead her Cauſe at the Throne. of Grace 
and earneſtly implore the continuance of God's ga- 
cious Providence for her Protection and Preſerva 
tion; plead her Cauſe before Men, and according ® 
God has furniſhed us with Abilities, zealouſly de- 
fend and juſtifie her in her whole Conſtitution, in 
in all her Rites and Uſages againſt all ſuch as (hl 
blaſpheme and oppoſe her, 


] ſhall 


— 
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1 ſhall beg leave to conc] 
fve and pathetick words of an Eloquent Prelate. 
with which he concludes his moſt excellent Diſcourſe 
to his Clergy. ** I Beſeech Almighty God to aſſiſt 
* and. proſper all your Labours to bis Glory, and 


* your own Comfort in the great Day of Account; 


* Towards the obtaining which bleſſed Ends, you 
* can never think of any better, or indeed of any 
* other, means, than by living up in your private 
* Converſation, to the Religion you, profeſs and 
teach others; and in your publick Office, by de, 
* fending and ſupporting the Church eſtabliſhed by 
„Law. in this Kingdom. | 


A Religion, and a Church that well deſerves all 


this at your hands; being in its Faith moſt Primitive, 
„in its Orders molt Apoſtolical ; in its Diſcipline 
* moſt moderate, inits Charity moſt diffuſive ; in its 
* Devotions moſt Spiritual, as tothe Subſtance; moſt 
* Decent, as tothe Circumſtances. In few words, in 
its Intereſts, it is inviolably united with the Laws 
and Rights, with the Well-Being, I had almoſt ſaid 
* wwith-the Being of the Engliſb Nation and Govern- 
ment: in its Principles, it is irreconcilable with the 
© Intereſts of Popery, and the only impregnable De- 
fence againſt its Return into this Land: which it is 
much to be lamented, that the Diſſenters will not 
ſee, and are therefore Diſſenters, ſince it is evident 
the Papiſts themſelves have always ſeen it but too 
" well. WEL ns i | 

W. 
Engliſh-men; as Church · men, we ſhould all: make it 
our Principal, our only Concern, and ptay to God 
the Father of Mercies, that all others of our Cha- 


leave to conclude in the comprehen- 


hat chen remains; but that as Chriſtians, as 


racter 


* 
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racter throughout the Nation, would make it theirs, 
to repreſent to the World the true Excellencies of 
ſuch a Religion, and ſuch a Church, by our Doctrine 
and Example, with Induſtry and Vigilance, with Sted. 
faſtneſs and Courage, in Meekneſs of Wifdom, and 
with Zeal according to Knowledge. 

And if we ſhall all in this manner, devote our 
ſelves to this work, we may then be affured, thx 
the ſame Promiſe which our Lord Chriſt, in ſome 
of his laſt words on Earth made to his whole 
Church, will be eminently made good to this, the 
pureſt part of it in theſe latter Ages of Chriſtianity, 
that he himſelf will be alway with it even to the 
end of the world. Amer. 
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Printed for p. Monckton, at the Star in St. Paul's 
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Aibolict Unity, and Charch-Conimmnion : Or the 
Cbriſtians Duty to Communicate conſtantly witb 
the Church of England; with a juſt Reproof of ſeve· 
ral Novel and Schiſmatical Notions and Practices 
particularly that of Occaſional Conformity; clearly ſta- 
ted and proved by way of Queſtion and Anſwer. 
Suited to the Well. ing Country man, Capacity. | 
— 1 Briggs, Vicar of Kintbertes in the County 
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